Disarticulation of the hip as a result of failed arthroplasty. A series of 11 cases.
Eleven patients underwent disarticulation for infected arthroplasty of the hip. Exchange total hip arthroplasty or conversion to a Girdlestone excision arthroplasty had been undertaken previously an average of 2.9 times. The indications for disarticulation were as a life-saving measure, or as a result of severe infection of soft tissue and bone, loss of bone stock, or vascular injury. While the indications for this drastic operation were highly individual, there were instances where disarticulation could have been avoided if repeated exchange operations had been eschewed in deference to a Girdlestone procedure.